April Meeting
Tuesday, April 25, 2017
The May meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn, located at 1000 Busse Road, Elk Grove Village, IL
60007. See the map on the last page.
Social Hour: 6:00 PM

Dinner: 6:30 PM

Speaker: 7:30 PM

Serendipity: Five Generations, Four Missions, Three Products, Two
Courses, One Career
Alexander Scheeline Ph.D.
Professor of Chemistry Emeritus, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
President, SpectroClick Inc.
It is better to be lucky than smart. In my 5 decade random walk through atomic and molecular spectrometry, I
have benefitted from the scientific friendship of many, especially in SAS. While I taught many courses, two in
particular (quantitative analysis, instrumental methods) resulted in my participation in a program to teach using
American pedagogy in Hanoi, Vietnam, resulting in a patent, a company, and involvement in the fourth
mission of the University of Illinois, economic development (teaching, research, and service are the other three
missions). The unusual handheld absorbance spectrometer that is the technical focus of the talk is the
beneficiary of five scientific generations of ingenuity, insight, and collaboration, but an essential ingredient
was being at the right place, at the right time, and recognizing an unanticipated solution to a long-standing
measurement problem.

Please make your dinner reservations for the upcoming meeting by email at sas.chicago1@gmail.com, using our online form
<http://www.sas-chicago.org/Online%20Registration%20at%20Elk%20Grove%20Holiday%20Inn%20.htm> or by
calling Slav Stepanovich at 847-421-2056. Leave your name, company affiliation, a telephone number, the number of
reservations and your choice of entree. Please call by noon Friday, April 21st, so that proper arrangements can be made with
the restaurant. Credit card payments must me made via PayPal. Use the Donate link on the registration page prior to the
meeting. Only payment by cash and check will be accepted at the meeting. Contact us if you can’t attend; the SAS is charged
for no-shows.

Entree choices: Chicken Parmesan, Vegetarian Fettucine Alfredo, Cedar Plank Salmon,
or Flank Steak
Dinner Cost - Members: $30

Students and Unemployed Members: $10

Non-members: $30

Alexander Scheeline Ph.D.
Alexander comes from Hollidaysburg, PA. He received his Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from Michigan State
University in 1974, doing research in chemical kinetics under the direction of S. R. Crouch. His 1978 Ph.D. in
chemistry was awarded by the University of Wisconsin-Madison for research on spark discharges under the
direction of J. P. Walters. He was then a National Research Council post-doctoral fellow at the National Institute
for Standards and Technology, working with J. R. DeVoe and J. C. Travis on laser diagnostics of sparks.
He was on the chemistry faculty at the University of Iowa before moving to Illinois in 1981, continuing research in
atomic emission spectroscopy and optical instrumentation, as well as working extensively on oscillatory chemical
reactions, sensors for reactive oxygen species, chemical pedagogy, and ultrasonically levitated drops as
microreactors. His group trained 15 Ph.D. students, 6 post-doctoral fellows, 7 Masters students, and 61
undergraduates. He served briefly as a Program Officer at the National Science Foundation, and was active in
operations and governance of FACSS and SAS. With the Analytical Sciences Digital Library, he was founding
editor of JASDL, the Library’s open access journal. Co-winner of two W. F. Meggers awards, he is a Fellow and
Honorary Member of the Society for Applied Spectroscopy. He is Professor of Chemistry Emeritus in the
Department of Chemistry, Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, President of SpectroClick Inc., a firm developing
hand-held instrumentation, and Vice President of Anchor Science LLC, a materials development partnership.

Elk Grove Holiday Inn, 1000 Busse Road, Elk Grove Village, IL, Phone 847-437-6010

